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OLDEST newest

Ferries have changed a lot since the first ships sailed from Devonport to Melbourne. Long ago, ferries were slower and could only
carry people and cars. Today’s ferries are faster, bigger, and can carry trucks, caravans, and more! These changes in technology

have made travel and work easier for many people.
Your Task:
 Answer the questions below to show how these changes have helped people. Write your own ideas in the spaces.

Carrying Trucks and Big Vehicles
Older ferries could not carry trucks and big

vehicles like tractors but the new ferries can.
Why is this important for businesses?

More Space and Comfort
The new ferries have more rooms and more

space. 
How does this make trips nicer for families?

Princess of TasmaniaAbel Tasman Empress of AustraliaSpirit of Tasmania I and II Spirit of Tasmania

Sailing Through History: Devonport’s Ferries - Answers

Ships have been sailing between Devonport and Melbourne for many years. Some came a long time ago, some are sailing today. 
Your job is to put them in the right order – which boat came first?

Your Task:
Explore the museum for information about the boats.
Write the order from the oldest to the newest.
This helps us learn about how things change over time!

Faster Travel
The new Spirit of Tasmania ships can go a lot

faster than the old ones. 
How does going faster make the trip better

for people?

Spirit of Tasmania 1 and 2Spirit of TasmaniaAbel TasmanEmpress of AustraliaPrincess of Tasmania

Possible answers:

The trip is shorter, so people don’t have to sit or wait for as long.

People can get to their holiday sooner

Can bring goods or vehicles across Bass Strait faster,

 

Possible answers:

Businesses can move more goods which saves time and money.

Trucks bring fresh food, products across Bass Strait more easily.

Farmers can transport large machinery for work

 

Possible answers:

Bigger rooms mean families stay together without splitting up

More space gives kids room to play, move and not feel bored.

Families sleep better in proper rooms, making an easier trip

 


